
*A number of stylistic changes were made which are not included in this chart.   For example, “document” was substituted for
“paper” in many places as a more generic term for filings which might be either on paper or electronic.

SUMMARY OF MAJOR CHANGES TO LOCAL RULES 2004
NOTE: This summary was prepared by the Clerk’s Office as a guide to changes in the Local Rules.  It is not intended to serve
as legal advice nor as commentary on the changes to the rules.  It does not include minor stylistic changes* and should not be
used as a substitute for reading the Local Rules.

TOPIC SUMMARY OF PROVISION RULE

Assignment of Cases Providing that: a)  removals be assigned to the division where the
court they were removed from is located: b) habeas corpus and
prisoner civil rights actions be assigned on a pro-rata basis among
all the judges; c) in other cases if all of the parties are residents of
the Southern Division the case be assigned to the Southern
Division and if one of the parties is a resident of the Northern
Division the case be assigned to the Northern Division and if none
of the parties are Maryland residents, the case be assigned to the
division where the events giving rise to the claim occurred; and d)
allowing for exceptions to remedy caseload imbalances.  Note:
This rule is based on the provisions of the Standing Order
Concerning the Assignment of Civil Cases to the Southern
Division, Misc. No. 93-87.

501

Attorney Admission - pro hac vice - duty of co-
counsel who is a member of the Maryland bar

Counsel who is a member of the Maryland bar must co-sign all
documents filed with the court and, unless excused by the
presiding judge, be present at any court proceedings.

101.1.b

Attorney Admission - student practice Allowing students admitted to practice to represent a party and
appear in court.

702.1



TOPIC SUMMARY OF PROVISION RULE

Attorney Admission - pro hac vice An attorney is not eligible for admission pro hac if a member of
the Maryland bar or maintains any law office in Maryland.

101.1.b

Attorney Admission - government attorneys Adding a limitation that attorneys admitted solely on the basis of
being employed by the federal government, are admitted only for
purposes related to their employment.

701.1.b

Attorney Admission - non-Maryland lawyers Prohibiting attorneys who are not members of the Maryland bar
but who maintain a law office in Maryland from becoming a
member of our bar.

701.1.d

Attorney Admission - renewal Deleting requirement that membership be renewed every three
years and replacing it with requirement that it be renewed
periodically as directed by the court.

701.2.b

Attorney Admission - general qualifications Adding requirement that attorneys continuously remain a member
in good standing of the highest court of the state where he
maintains his principal law office.

701.1.a

Bankruptcy - jury trial Allowing a district judge, with the consent of the parties, to
designate a bankruptcy judge to conduct a jury trial.

406.4

Bankruptcy - withdrawal of reference - where
to file

Requiring that in cases where the reference to the bankruptcy
court has been partially withdrawn, the parties file documents
pertaining to the portion withdrawn in both the bankruptcy and
district courts.  Deleting the requirement that the bankruptcy court
transmit copies of documents pertaining to the portion withdrawn.

405.3.b

Bankruptcy - transmittal Defining transmittal as forwarding a paper document or copy; or
providing access to an electronic document.

403



TOPIC SUMMARY OF PROVISION RULE

Bankruptcy - stay pending appeal Adding requirement that before seeking a stay from the district
court a party should first seek appropriate relief under Bankruptcy
Rule 8005.

404.4

Bill of Costs - time for filing Deletes reference to orders remanding cases to state courts. 109.1.a

Certificate of Service Providing that for documents filed electronically, the notice of
electronic filing constitutes a certificate of service to all parties to
whom the notice was sent.

102.1.c

Charging Documents - superseding Requiring the filing of a copy of any superseding charging
document which shows all changes made.

202.2

Checking for conflicts Before entering an appearance in a case, attorneys must check for
conflicts with existing trial/hearing dates.  If there is a conflict the
attorney must have one of the dates changed or get her client’s
permission for another attorney at the firm to represent the client. 
Note: This rule is based on the provisions of Administrative Order
2001-3.

101.1.d

Civil Cover Sheet and Extra Copies of the
Complaint

In cases subject to electronic filing plaintiff must submit the
complaint, civil cover sheet and other documents in accordance
with the electronic filing procedures.

103.1.a.i

Copying Allowing for processing of copy work requests by either the
clerk’s office or a designated copy service.

507.1

Current Address Counsel must notify the court of any change of address, including
her e-mail address.  Simply putting a new address at the bottom of
a document filed with the court is not sufficient.

102.1.b.ii and
701.3

Disclosure of Financial Interest Requiring party to “file” the disclosure. 103.3



TOPIC SUMMARY OF PROVISION RULE

Discovery - motions to compel - service of
motions and memoranda

Providing that in cases subject to e-filing the parties should attach
the motion and any memoranda to the notices filed with the court
but that in exempt cases, the motion and memoranda should not be
filed with the court.

104.8.a

Discovery - filing with court Specifying that parties should not file with the court discovery
requests, responses, Rule 26(a) (1) and (2) disclosures, and notices
of service of discovery requests or responses with the court.

104.5

Discovery - motions to compel - formal filing Providing that in cases subject to e-filing, the party seeking to
compel should file a motion to compel, any memoranda which
were not previously filed as attachments to notices of service, and
an L.R. 104.7 certification.

104.8.c

Discovery - start Specifying that discovery does not commence until a scheduling
order is entered unless the parties agree or the court orders it to
start at an earlier date.

104.4

Discovery - L.R. 104.7 Certification Specifying that a L.R. 104.7 certification should include: a) the
date, time & place when counsel conferred about the dispute; b)
any unsuccessful attempts to hold a conference; and c) a listing of
the issues the party wants the court to decide.

104.7

Discovery - fees and costs - treating physician Increasing to $250.00/hour the maximum amount a treating
physician may charge for work performed in connection with
discovery.

104.11



TOPIC SUMMARY OF PROVISION RULE

Disposition - exhibits - trial/hearing -
termination of action

Allows counsel to request the return of any exhibits kept by the
court within 30 days from the final termination of the action. 
Allowing the court after the 30 days has expired to order the
return, destruction or other disposition of the exhibits without
notice.

113.1.b

Disposition - exhibits - trial/hearing - pending
appeal

Providing that all exhibits are to be returned to counsel at the end
of a hearing/trial unless the court orders otherwise.  Requiring
counsel to maintain the exhibits until an appeal is concluded or the
appeal time has expired.  Requiring counsel to make the exhibits
available to other counsel, the court or the court of appeals.

113.1.a

Disposition - sealed materials Allows counsel to request the return of any sealed materials within
30 days of the final termination of an action.  Allowing the court
after the 30 days has expired to order the return, destruction or
other disposition without notice.

113.3

Electronic Filing Electronic filing is permitted in accordance with procedures
established by the court.

102.1.d

Jury Instructions - submission procedure Requiring proposed jury instructions, voir dire, and special verdict
forms to be filed electronically in cases subject to e-filing.  In
exempt cases requiring the documents to be filed with the clerk.

106.8.a

Local Rules - amendment Requiring court to consider proposed amendments at least every
three years and requiring publication of notice on the court’s web
site at least 90 days prior to the proposed effective date.  

605

Magistrate Judges - other duties Adding GPS devices to the list of tracking devices which
magistrate judges may authorize.

301.6.q



TOPIC SUMMARY OF PROVISION RULE

MDL - counsel Requires counsel not a member of the bar of this court to follow
any modified pro hac vice procedures established by the court.

112.3.b

MDL - counsel Deletes limit of one counsel per party for service purposes. 112.3.c

MDL - docketing Deletes requirement of a multi-district litigation sheet. 112.3.a

Motions - filing Providing that in cases subject to e-filing, motions, memoranda
and exhibits should be filed in accordance with the electronic
filing procedures.

105.1.a

Motions - extension of time Providing that when there is a pro se party in a case, counsel
should try to obtain that party’s consent where it is reasonably
practicable.

105.9

Motions - time for filing responses and replies Deleting reference to Fed. R. Civ. P. 6(c). 105.2.a

Pre-trial Order - expert witnesses Requiring parties to include on their lists of expert witnesses
hybrid fact/expert witnesses such as treating physicians.

106.2.j

Pre-trial Order - docketing Requiring judges to have the pre-trial order docketed after it is
approved.

106.5

Pre-trial Order - submission procedure Requiring proposed pre-trial order to be filed in accordance with
electronic filing procedures in cases subject to e-filing.

106.4

Pro Bono Appointments - reimbursement of
expenses - other

Increasing the amount for other expenses which requires advance
approval of the presiding judge from $100.00 to $500.00. 

App. C.
§IV.7

Pro Bono Appointments - reimbursement of
expenses - photocopies, etc.

Adding express and overnight deliver services and computerized
legal research to the items for which reimbursement can be
sought.  Deleting toll calls and telegrams as items for which
reimbursement can be sought.

App. C §IV.6



TOPIC SUMMARY OF PROVISION RULE

Pro Bono Appointments - reimbursement of
expenses - general office expenses

Deleting specific offices expenses which are not reimbursable and
adding generic reference to “general office overhead.”

App. C §V.A

Pro Bono Appointments - reimbursement of
expenses - maximum amount

Increasing to $5000.00 the total amount of expenses which may
be approved by the presiding judge.

App. C §I

Pro Bono Appointments - fee agreements Allowing pro bono counsel appointed by the court to enter into
contingent fee agreements.

706

Pro Bono Appointments - reimbursement of
expenses - travel

Eliminating provision that travel must exceed 50 miles one way in
order to be eligible for reimbursement.

App. C §IV.3

Records - monetary judgments Deleting requirement that court retain all files in which a judgment
for damages and costs has been entered for as long as the
judgment remains in effect.  Note: Elimination of this provision
allows for the files to be archived at the Federal Records Center.

509

Removal - filing of state court documents Requiring that in cases subject to e-filing, the documents be
submitted in accordance with the e-filing procedures established
by the court.

103.5.a

Removals - bankruptcy cases Specifying that removals under 28 U.S.C. § 1452 or § 1441 in
cases related to bankruptcy cases should be filed with the
bankruptcy court.

103.5.d and
407

Removals - disclosure of financial interest Requiring parties in a removed action to file a disclosure of
financial interest within 7 days from the date the case is removed.

103.5.c

Signatures Attorneys may sign electronic documents by any of the methods
established by the court in the electronic filing procedures.

102.1.a.i



TOPIC SUMMARY OF PROVISION RULE

Summonses/Process - number to be submitted -
e-filed cases

(a) 1 copy of the summons for each party, except that when the
U.S., a federal agency, or a federal employee in his official
capacity is a defendant 5 copies of the summons;
(b) 4 copies of a warrant for arrest or summons with process of
maritime attachment and garnishment for tangible property, or 2
copies of the documents for intangible property;
(c) 2 copies of all writs

103.2.a.i

Summonses/Process - number to be submitted -
exempt cases

(a) 2 copies of the summons for each party, except that when the
U.S., a federal agency, or a federal employee in his official
capacity is a defendant 6 copies of the summons;
(b) 5 copies of a warrant for arrest or summons with process of
maritime attachment and garnishment for tangible property, or 2
copies of the documents for intangible property;
(c) 3 copies of all writs

103.2.
a.ii


