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Magistrate Judge A. David Copperthite was born and raised in Maryland. 
Judge Copperthite received his undergraduate degree from the University 
of Baltimore, where he also received his law degree.  Upon graduation 
from law school, Judge Copperthite spent a year in private practice before 
he was appointed as an Assistant State’s Attorney for Baltimore City.  
Judge Copperthite also served as an Assistant Attorney General for the 
State of Maryland in the Criminal Investigations Division. 
 
In 1997, after being designated a Special Assistant United States Attorney 
for six years, Judge Copperthite was appointed as an Assistant United 
States Attorney for the District of Maryland.  Judge Copperthite served for 
three years in the Civil Division of the United States Attorney’s Office 
before returning to the Criminal Division.  Judge Copperthite received 
many awards and honors during his service, including the Director’s 
Award from the Department of Justice; the Director’s Recognition Award 
from the Federal Bureau of Investigation; and the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. 
 
Judge Copperthite served for eleven years in the Judge Advocate General’s 
Corps of the United States Army as a Reserve JAG Officer.  He is also an 
Adjunct Professor of Law at the University of Baltimore School of Law.  
Admitted to the Maryland Bar in 1986, Judge Copperthite is also a member 
of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit,  and the 
United States District Court for the District of Maryland. 


